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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
AT Rl CHMOND, SEPTEMBER 17, 1999
COMVONVEALTH OF VIRG NI A, ex rel .
STATE CORPORATI ON COW SSI ON CASE NO. PUC970113
Ex parte: Investigation of the
termnation of |ocal exchange for

failure to pay for |ong distance
services

ORDER DENYI NG PETI TI ON FOR SUSPENSI ON

On Septenber 8, 1999, the Virginia Tel ecomruni cations
| ndustry Association ("VTIA"), pursuant to 8 8.01-676.1 H, filed
its Petition for Suspension of Order ("Petition"), requesting
t he Conmi ssion® to suspend the effectiveness of our Final Order
and Order on Reconsideration herein, until the Virginia Suprene
Court has ruled on the appeal of those orders by the VTIA and
ot her parties.

The Petition will be denied. This case was docketed in
1997. The proposed rules were issued in August 1998. W issued
our order adopting revisions to the DNP Rul es on February 26,
1999, and then granted the petitions of several conpanies for
reconsideration. W nodified several of the Rules at the behest

of the carriers, including delaying the effective date of the

1 W note that VTIA has also filed a sinmlar petition with the Virginia
Supreme Court, as has Bell Atlantic-Virginia, Inc.
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Rules fromJuly 1, 1999, to Cctober 1, 1999. W find that
further delay in inplenmenting the Rul es cannot be justified.

Further, the Conm ssion has pending before it Case
No. PUC990138, the Application of Bell Atlantic-Virginia, Inc.,
for a postponenment in the inplenentation of the Comm ssion's
rul es governing di sconnection for non-paynent ("DNP Rul es"),
whi ch we promul gated in the instant case and as to which the
VTI A now seeks suspension. W have, by separate Order in that
docket, granted a limted waiver of the inplenentation date of
those rules to GIE South Incorporated upon its denonstration of
good cause. Qur Order permts others to nake a simlar show ng
in that docket.

The VTI A has not offered any conpelling reason why the
adm ni stration of justice requires suspension of the DNP Rul es
t hroughout the Commonwealth in light of the availability of
tenporary relief upon good cause shown in Case No. PUC990138.
The VTIA has relied upon the affidavit of Janmes A Diaz, Vice-
President of GIE South Incorporated, in support of its Petition.
M. Dhaz states therein that his conpany "has worked diligently
and in good faith to effect the necessary nodifications to its
billing systenms in Virginia to ensure conpliance with the [ DNP]
Rul es as close as possible to the Conm ssion's October 1
i npl ementation deadline.” The Comm ssion has approved a

conpliance plan offered by GIE South I ncorporated and granted a



limted extension and waiver of the Rules in Case No. PUC990138
because of its show ng of good cause. Thus, GIE South
| ncor porated has been granted relief, and there is no other
evi dence in support of the VIIA's Petition. There is no reason
to suspend our orders or the DNP Rul es.

Accordingly, I'T 1S ORDERED THAT:

(1) The Petition for Suspension of Order is DEN ED

(2) This matter is dismssed.



